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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an aluminum-based metallic pigment which is improved in corrosion resistance and is stable in 
aggressive acids, alkalis, and solvent bases by covering the surface of a crushed metallic film formed by physical vapor deposition, with a 
passivated protective layer. 

SOLUTION: The whole metal surface of a metallic pigment particle exposed after crushing of a metallic film, prepd. by physical vapor 
deposition, particularly the surface exposed by the crushing, is covered with a passivated protective layer to prepare an aluminum-based 
metallic pigment. According to the above constitution, the corrosion resistance of a pigment prepd. by physical deposition and the 
subsequent crushing of the film can be improved, and the resultant pigment is substantially stable in an aggressive aq. (particularly an acid 
or an alkali) or solvent base. Further, newly crushed sites created by crushing the film and, in the case of an optically variable multi-layer 
pigment, particularly crushed sites of the central highly reflective aluminum layer, can be passivated. 
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